Status of functional outcomes for stroke survivors.
In the past, it has taken several years to accumulate a sufficient number of subjects in the community-based studies to arrive at generalized conclusions. With an ongoing database, such as resides at CFAR-UDSMR, it is possible to collect a large number of cases within a relatively short period of time. Further, it is relatively easy to perform continuous monitoring in order to determine trends that may be occurring as a result of the changing scenes in health care delivery. It has been possible to uncover patterns of scoring the functional status of patients that reveal a consistent picture of an underlying biology of disability and predictable characteristics in patients' courses through the rehabilitation process. Newer analytic methods have allowed one to predict expected recovery patterns. This new information will allow one to better measure and manage outcomes, to improve the quality of care, to improve cost-effectiveness, and to better manage financial risk. These are the tools necessary for clinicians to incorporate into practice, as expectations with respect to outcomes and reimbursement for health care are changing. All of the marks associated with FIM and UDSMR belong to the Uniform Data System for Medical Rehabilitation, a division of UB Foundation Activities, Inc.